The Professional Development Committee has been hard at work planning the NeASFAA fall and spring training events.

Our Annual Support Staff Workshop will be held on the campus of Nebraska Wesleyan University on Wednesday, October 10th starting at 8:30 a.m. Speakers include Paula Kohles, Daphne Hall, Tom Melecki, Vicki Kucera, and Kathy McConnell.  As of 9/25 we have 33 participants registered for the day.

Our Fall Institute has hit a little speed bump and we are now planning only a one-day retreat instead of a two-day.  In the past we have tried to combine Decentralized Training with Dept. of Ed training. This year, the Dept. of Ed has decided that their training will consist of a 1.5 hour webinar. As far as I know, they have not decided on a topic. Decentralized Training will take place on Friday, November 8th at 9:00 a.m. at the Howard Johnson in Grand Island. Our trainer is Paula Kohles (Creighton University) and the topic is Counseling Students and Families: Tackling Financial Issues. The goals of the workshop are to provide an overview of Federal Methodology with an emphasis on identifying the different formulas, explaining each of the formula components, and discussing the impact of changes to each component; review how schools should derive cost of attendance components and discuss strategies for explaining budgets to students and families; learn how to address family situations when the standard approach does not work, including strategies for saying "no" to professional judgment requests and appeals, and making alternative suggestions relevant to the family's circumstances; explain the underlying principles for counseling students and families on selecting loans, and discuss the options, benefits, and tools available to assist students and families in selecting a lender to pay for educational costs; examine ethical issues that may arise when counseling students and families. 

Spring Conference will be here before we know it! We have secured 2 keynote speakers and an entertainer. With most of our focus on our immediate fall training sessions right now, we will be devoting the next few months to gathering and brainstorming ideas for breakout sessions and other agenda items.  The conference will be held at the Marina Inn in South Sioux City, NE April 9-11.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions/comments/suggestions!
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